T

TEMPLE

UNIVERSITY
Japan Campus

Teaching and Researching Second Language Speech

Kazuya Saito PhD

Location
Temple University, Japan Campus
Schedule
Tokyo (February 15, 16)

» Public Lecture (14:00-15:30); Graduate Seminar (14:00-21:00, 10:00-17:00)
Osaka (March 1, 2)

» Public Lecture (14:00-15:30); Graduate Seminar (14:00-21:00, 10:00-17:00)

Abstract
Although foreign accents are a normal aspect of second language (L2) speech production for
adult L2 learners, developing optimal approaches to helping adult L.2 learners reach
comprehensible L2 oral skills is a timely and important initiative for the purpose of their
successful communication in future business and academic settings. The first component of this
seminar examines the underlying mechanism of L2 speech learning, focusing on how and to
what degree L2 learners develop their language in naturalistic settings in accordance with several
affecting variables, such as age, the quantity and quality of input, motivation, and attitude.
Subsequently, the seminar introduces a series of scholarly discussion on the importance of
setting realistic goals, especially for adult L2 learners, such as comprehensibility (i.e., easiness of
understanding) rather than accentedness (i.e., linguistic nativelikeness). Then, we review recent
research findings shedding light on which aspects of language—pronunciation, vocabulary,
grammar, and discourse abilities—relatively impact the perceived comprehensibility (versus
accent) of L2 speech, and thus need to be prioritized in L2 syllabus. Last, based on a research
synthesis of the past 20 years of L2 education literature (especially regarding a communicative-
focus-on-form instruction), we attempt to make a list of implications on how to teach L2 learners
to enhance the phonological, lexical, grammatical, and discoursal quality of their accented
speech to attain comprehensible oral proficiency in the most efficient and effective manner.
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